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P-RROCEEDI-NGS
10: 05 a.m

CHAIR H LL: M. My, you nmay call our first and
only decision case, | believe.

MR MOY: Yes, sir. This would be Case
Application No. 20538 of TG Managenent, LLC. For the record,
this is an application for special exception under Subtitle
U, Section 203.1(e) pursuant to Subtitle X, Section 901.2 to
allow a comuni ty-based institutional facility.

The property is located in the R-2 Zone at 1614
Aive Street, NE (Square 5167, Lot 9). The only thing | have
as a remnder is that the Board last heard this at its
hearing on May 18th where it set this for a decision for

t oday, June 27t h.

CHAIR HILL: Okay. Thanks.

kay. G ve ne one second, please. GCkay. So |
don't know what's going on. | don't know what you guys
think. |1've thought about this one | ong and hard and | don't
know what to do. Like this is another tine that we are goi ng
to-- 1 don't like this Zoomthing. | feel like I'mtalking
to myself. You all got to help me kind of figure this out.

Right? |'ve read everything that came in and | am not
terrible certain howto proceed. Ri ght?
W' ve heard fromthe Applicant, we've heard from

the comunity. You know, we have the regul ati ons that we are
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supposed to look at right in front of us. W've heard from
the Ofice of Planning. I"'m going to just run through ny
list of confusing points and then see who wants to go next.
| guess I'll go in ny normal circle which is M. Smth,
Commi ssioner MIler, M. Blake. O if sonmebody wants to
rai se their hand right away, they can go right after ne.

They were supposed to neet and they didn't neet.
| see one letter fromthe Applicant saying that they tried
to nmeet and nobody showed up. | see another |etter that says
the attorneys told their clients not to neet because they
weren't answering the questions. | think that the questions
don't necessarily pertain to the regulations or they are
guestions that necessarily the Applicant needs to answer.

| didn't think that was particularly hel pful. I
t hought the people were going to get together and try to
figure out if this thing was going to happen, or could
possi bly happen, how they were going to try to nitigate
i ssues that were going to nmake it pal atable. So not hi ng
actual ly happened. | don't know why they didn't neet.
Right? Likel'malittle bit confused. Right? That was the
point. So I'mnore -- so, anyway. So there is that.

Then there is the conditions that the Applicant
put forward that | think are relatively good. | don't know
whether it conpletely works out to mtigate all the issues

that the community mght have had because the conmunity
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didn't talk about or speak to any of the conditions. Then
t here was even nedi ati on and then the ANCdidn't -- there are
sonme things here that |like they weren't invited or people --
| nmean, | just don't understand how people are not invited
to things. Right?

You all can tell me now. [|'mkind of on the side
of -- and then the thing that was really nmaking ne
unconfortable like | thought that the Applicant didn't do a
good job of dealing with the conmunity right away, whether
it's up front or whatever it was, it was just a conplete
mess. Right?

|  know those ANGCs. |  know the different
comm ssioners. Everybody was really passionate about it one
way or the other. It didn't sound like there was a lot --
it just wasn't handled well at the beginning. |It's not to
say they would not have necessarily ended up at this exact
same point, but at least | would have felt better about how

they got to this point. Right?

So now -- oh, yeah. And then there's the term
limt. Rght? Wich | was already kind of in favor of a
term limt to begin wth because this seened to
controversi al . Then whether it's a five-year termlimt,

whether it's a three-year termlimt, you know, | don't know
what necessarily mght -- | don't even know what you all are

going to say so | don't know what you guys think about the
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termlimt also as well.

And then there's the whol e -- you know, the bi gger
macro thing about where a | ot of these facilities are going,
and I'm kind of going to speak that there was an argunent
made that facilities that are there to help people re-
i ntegrate, you know, being in different sections of the city
other than just the ones that they tend to be put into was
an argunment, but this is already there.

This is already built. | thought it was built
gquite nicely, | thought also, | nust say, but |I'm not an
expert on this. There was an expert there to discuss how
they plan on using the facility. | thought the person that
was using the facility, | thought they gave good testinony
of how they were going to nmanage the facility.

Then | ast week -- oh, there was the point that
peopl e that were com ng back to, again, integrate into the
community, this is the conmunity that they were com ng back
to and the support system was there so that was another
argunent, but | don't know. They're not specific enough so
how do | know if people are com ng back to the community t hat
they were fron? There's alot there that |I'mjust sayi ng and
then you all can tell ne what you all thought. | had to
t hi nk about this a long tine.

My current position would be to just say, you

know, kick it back to themto really neet again and if they
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don't neet again, then that's it, and then we just decide.
Right? Gve them one nore chance to get together and, if
they don't, then it's on -- that neans the community didn't
even try and didn't even goto talk to them Then we'll just
see what happens. That's my | ong speech.

Oh, M. Blake would like to go first. Please.

VEMBER BLAKE: | would because ny thoughts are
fairly straight forward. |'mvery anxious if you'll help ne
to evolve. First of all, | agree with you that we should
probably give them the opportunity to neet. I'"'m a bit
confused by all that has and has not transpired. | hope that
t he Applicant woul d have been able to work with the parties
i n opposition to cone up with something.

Maybe | was only optimstic to come up wth
sonmet hing. They should have been able to wi thout -- they
shoul d have been able to come up with sonething. At |east
initiate a dialogue. | was also very disappointed to hear
t hat the homeowner's council advised themnot to participate
i n any di scussi ons which seened to be totally contrary to our
request. | don't recall us saying we should have a nedi at or
come in and do all that kind of stuff. Really it was just
to start a dial ogue.

| was al so di sappoi nted not to have received the
comrent s back on the proposed conditions but on other issues

that -- other parts of it, but they didn't even address so
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we still have no sense of where the community is relative to
proposed conditions which is what we wanted to see if there
was somet hing we could structure there.

That being said, | believe the conditions that
were presented by the Applicant was a good starting point.
They tal ked about Code of Conduct, comunity outreach,
facilities inprovenent to address sone of the concerns about
privacy and appearance. Also, | don't think they were
speci fic enough. | nean, for exanple, in condition one we
tal ked about the conmunity concerns and to provide
suggestions on how to address those needs and concerns.

Vell, we haven't really identified them Wthout

the participation of the community, it's very difficult to

do that. They also didn't talk about exactly the actua
steps that would be taken to address those issues. The
community wants you to stay out of the street. GCkay. So do

we not cross the street? You have to come up with specific

actions to address that. | think overall the Code of Conduct
i ssue was very good. | believe also they tal ked about
procedures |like sign in, sign out, quiet tines.

W al so had sone issues, though, we tal ked about
and there is an el enent in here about the hours of curfew and

that could be included in there. W had also tal ked about
a visitation policy, a whole policy. There are a whole | ot

of things that are actually in the business plan that woul d
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be part of the conditions which would help educate the
community about what's going on and would rmake them nore
confortable, I think, with how they are handling it.

There are also sone issues that cane up about
being in the street, drinking liquor, and so forth, sitting
in the cars. There could be a rule that says you can't do
that. There would al so be sone security caneras that could
be put in or lights to deal with the concerns that they have
in the alley about things that are taking place in the alley,
even today with the current situation. | think there is a
| ot that can -- these are the right bones for a discussion
in those conditions but it needs to be taken a little
further. Like |l said, including visitation policy, curfews,
and things |ike that.

| think the hotline at quarterly neetings, the
| iaison, all are great. How can you have quarterly neetings
and we can't talk? So we've got to get past this point of
this inactivity and inability to talk. I think the
i nstal lati on of blinds woul d provi de a degree of privacy for
the residents. Frosting the wi ndows woul d be nore effective
in kind of neeting the needs of what they are trying to do
to provide two-way privacy.

There's alot there. | thinkit's a good starting
poi nt but the dialogue has to exist in order for this to

happen. | think not addressing it by either party does not

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




© 00 N oo o0 B~ w N P

N NN N NN P P R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0O N O 0O » W N P O

10

allow us to resolve it in a fair way. W need sone input
fromthe community so, for that reason, | would give themone
nore chance. That's all | have to say.

CHAIR HILL: Who wants to go next? Raise your

hand.

Sure, M. Smth.

MEMBER SMTH. | would agree with M. Bl ake who
saidit all pretty much. 1'mhighly upset that the community
wasn't able to -- it was an open neeting. The ANCs could

have attended. There is nothing really that said they had
to go back to the ANC. They could have absented or request
they are leaving or the Applicant couldn't attend the ANC
neet i ng.

It seens to ne everyone i s tal king past each ot her
and | fully understand the reason why this nay have occurred,
because there was very little dialogue, it seens to ne, based
on the record fromthe 18th when we first heard from the
parties in opposition. They should have talked to the
Applicant before they filed. The well may have been poi soned
by then.

| do believe the purpose of -- one of the reasons
why this hearing was to allow nore of a fruitful discussion
anongst the Applicant, the ANC, and the neighbors. | nean
the totality of the project. Just as M. Blake stated, the

di scussion about how this facility woul d operate should be
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11

detail ed. That includes going through the business plan to
addr ess sone of the concerns of the nei ghbors. The neighbors
are very concerned about what may occur here, the
potentiality of what could occur. | think what we need to
understand is how we can attenpt to mtigate some of the
i npacts that we see and al so ways by the community. | think
t he Applicant nust be doing a fairly decent set of conditions
that coul d advance, or help to mtigate sonme of this.

| applaud them for providing this set of
conditions. A lot of these conditions are exactly what we
asked at the last neeting for themto represent. | agree,
M. Blake, | think we can go -- | think the Applicant can go
alot further with sonme of these conditions. Take a | ook at
their business plan, as M. Blake stated, and you'll find
some of these conditions.

Sonme of the conditions are beyond the purview of
this Board so we are continuing this case to allow the ANC
and Applicant to have additional dialogue. | would like to
see that one go away. There needs to be sone additions. M.
Bl ake raised sonme questions about security caneras. He
rai sed sone concerns of the nei ghborhood Iike Iighting which
woul d be | egal for the District regulations. | think another
reasonabl e condi ti on woul d be the institution of qui et hours.
The installation of blinds.

Right now | think we're noving in the right
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direction with this particular case. | would |like to hear
nore fromthe Civic Association. It seens to nme there may
not be a lot of roomfor a green area. But, again, it would
be great to hear fromthe ANC about the set of conditions.
They may still be opposed to it but can we hear fromthem
their position on this set of conditions.

Wth that, | agree. | think we should give
anot her chance for the ANC and the Applicant to tal k. Like
| said, |'ve been nostly in their corner because of the
concerns about crinme and recidivism Again, like |I said
previously, many of these residents are fromWard 7 and Ward
8 and are District residents so they should have a right to
return. Wth that, | agree. | think we should probably
continue this and allow them additional tinme.

CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, M. Bl ake.

Conmi ssi oner M ler.

ZONING COW SSIONER M LLER: Thank you, M.
Chai r man. Thank you to ny fellow Board Menbers for your
comrents which | agree with all of them You know, we did
post pone this for over a nonth from May 18th so that there
would be this opportunity for dialogue to see if any
mtigation nmeasures mght all eviate potenti al adverse i npacts
t hat have been identified.

So it's very disappointing that there wasn't

di al ogue in this intervening period. | thought that was what
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we encouraged. W requested -- the Applicant did reach out
through a nediator, a third party nediator, who has
experience in that. Apparently either there was no response
or a negative response fromthe community. |f we're going
t o postpone this again, because this has been post poned nore
than once. | think this has been around for alnost -- well,
it's been around a long tine. Alnost a year, | think, in
terns of when it was filed.

This is an application for a conmmunity-based
institutional facility housing no nore than 12 returning
wonen fromincarceration, returning honme. You know, this is
an inportant need city-wide and needs to be equitably
di stri buted throughout the city. Here is an application and
it's permttedinthis particular residential zone by speci al
exception if it neets the criteria such as not another CBIF
within a thousand feet of this facility.

Ofice of Planning testified that there is not
another CBIF within 1,000 feet, although | think the
nei ghbors testified that there are other institutional, or
non- si ngl e-fam |y househol d type resi dences that are in that
nei ghbor hood, but that's not the criteria in the Zoning
Regul ati ons.

So, yeah. | think that all the -- | think nost
of the -- | think the conditions that the Ofice of Planning

originally recormended woul d be appropriate in terns of the
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nunber of -- limting the nunber of persons to 12, and
renoval or reduction of the fence there. It looks like it
is -- the structure isn't conpatible with the nei ghborhood.
It doesn't stand out, or stand apart. But with all the other
condi ti ons, the Code of Conduct conditions that M. Bl ake and
others have referenced which are inportant to alleviate
potenti al adverse inpacts.

The additional nmeasures that M. Bl ake identified
m ght al so be useful whether it's the frosting of the wi ndows
or security caneras or behavior on -- wunruly behavior,
drinki ng, substance abuse on the block. I'mwlling to give
one nore opportunity but not an endless opportunity, even
though we don't have endless, limtless tinme available.
W've already taken up a lot of time which is what |I'm
frustrated with.

| really would just encourage the community ANC
7(c), 7(d), Deanwood Civic Associ ati on, and t he nei ghbors who
are represented, | believe, by counsel, to neet because if
you don't neet and agree on additional conditions that you
bring forward to us that mght mtigate potential adverse
| npact, we're going to nake a deci sion one way or the other.
It may be without conditions that you could have gotten.
This is a need. The structure is there. This can't go on
forever.

It's unfortunate that in the beginning there was
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not the proper dialogue between the Applicant, who was
represented by different -- either not represented or not
represented by the counsel who is before us at the My
hearing. But there was an effort to try conmunity outreach
with them but the stress, | guess, is just so much that
there's just opposition and delay at this point.

Sol will look forward to the next hearing where
hopefully we have a dialogue that will have occurred. I
encour age the Applicant to reach out one nore tinme, naybe in
a different way or in nultiple ways. | encourage the
community to please respond and neet and talk. This thing
is going to be there one way or the other and it may be there
inaway that is nore pal atable to the nei ghbors if they neet
and give us information which we need to nmake our deci sion.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAIR HI LL: Thanks, Vice Chair Mller.

Yeah. | nean, just a couple things to add. |If
you all want to raise your hands still and go around but,
again, | have thought about this for a long tinme. The four

or five questions that the parties in opposition seemto have
want ed answered that was in the letter that came fromtheir
representative.

Al'l those questions can be seen |ike questions
that were things that have al ready happened now. It's |ike,

you know, why did it get to this point, how conme you did
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this, what happened, are you allowed to do this. All things
that seemto be things that have kind of passed that don't
have a | ot of relevance as to whether or not this were to be
there, howcould the community possibly livewithit. Right.

"1l push back just alittle bit to say that this
hasn't been approved, just to |l et the Applicant know. Right?
| mean, you know, | don't know if this is going to get
approved or not. Right? That's why we're still here as to
whet her or not we think that this neets the regul ati ons and
we feel confortable that certain things can be mtigated.

Not to step into this six-person thing in a house
but 1'"mgoing to at least do a little bit of it, which is I
don't know exactly. Thisis alittle bit beyond nme now. W
talked a lot about that six people could be there.
Commi ssioner M1l er, or whoever wants to step in on this one
can.

W tal ked a |ot about that six people could be
there as a CBIS. Now, it's unclear to ne as to whether or
not six people can be there as a CBIS. Six people can be
there, absolutely. If it turns into, you know, whatever, you
have to call DCRA or conpliance -- | forget the word that |'m
searching for but a conpliance issue. That is not in our
area so | don't know about all that stuff is what |I'mtrying
to clarify.

The last thing I'lIl nmention, and 1'Il see if
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anybody as anything else to say, thankfully, you know, the
Board has done this quite a bit and we're the ones that get
t o deci de whet her or not we think things need to be mtigated
inaway that we think we're confortable with. For exanple,
the frosted windows, like that is sonething that | thought
about as soon as they were tal king about the blinds.

| was |'i ke we know about frosted w ndows. W deal
with frosted wi ndows. W can say you are going to frost the
W ndows. It is a condition. W don't have to get their
perm ssion to tell themto frost the windows. Right? I'm
kind of throwi ng that out because we m ght not be happy with
sonme of the conditions that get put forward to us, but we can
then use all the past experience that we've had to determ ne
what we t hi nk.

That's nmy final little statenent. My little
comrent would be to throw it back on, | guess, decision on
the 27th because it's the | ast hearing day again is ny thing.

Does anybody want to say anything before we do the

scheduling? |'mgoing to go around the horn one nore tine.
M. Smth.
MEMBER SM TH. | don't have anyt hi ng.

CHAIR HILL: Commi ssioner Ml er.
ZONI NG COMWM SSI ONER M LLER: No, | concur wth
your conmments, M. Chairman.

CHAIR HI LL: Thank you.
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M. Bl ake.

MEMBER BLAKE: Me as wel .

CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. So, M. My, can we put this
on for a decision?

W' re going to deci de. Just whoever is |istening,
we're deciding on the 27th so if you all don't give us
anything on the 27th, we're going to decide with what it is.

And | would like sonmething, M. My, if you can
make sure, | do want sonmething fromthe Applicant that says
that they tried to neet again. | don't want the Applicant
just to say, okay, forget. You know, we tried and now we're
not going to try again. | want to know we, the Board -- you
all can raise your hand if you don't.

W want to know if anything is going to happen
| i ke the Applicant now can't sit back and not try anything.
Right? W want sonething, M. My. You can tell nme what
we're |ooking for. Something in the record that says what
has happened between now and the tinme we're going to nake a
decision on the 27th. Pl ease, M. My.

MR. MOY: Yes, sir. 1'll be sure we reach out to
t he Applicant regardi ng your request on that note. The other
note | have, M. Chairman, is, as we all know, there are sone
agenci es that have a two-nonth recess. Not only in August
but July. Certainly if they do neet, and they have a

standi ng neeting the second week of each nonth, ANC-7(d) and
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7(c), then, of course, we can set this up for a decision on
July 27th. If not, and if they cannot set up a special public
neeting, the ANC, then we're | ooking at a date i n Septenber.

CHAIR HILL: | nean, whatever you all think. [I'm
not really thrilled about throwing it out until Septenber
because Septenber and Cctober are already jamed. |[It's not
|ike there's sonething new to this. The ANC did -- no
offense, they did have a chance to try to talk to them
already. Right? 1 don't know what you all think. | say we
just stick with the 27th and see what happens.

M. Smth?

MEMBER SM TH. | agree. | think we shoul d.

CHAIR HI LL: M. Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: That's fi ne.

CHAIR HILL: M. Mller?

ZONI NG COW SSI ONER M LLER: | concur.

CHAIR HILL: Excellent. So now if anybody sees
me on the street, | can say you all did it too.

Al'l right. The 27th then. |Is that good, M. My?

MR. MOY: Yes, sir. Done.

CHAIR HILL: Okay. | don't know. | nean, | don't
know why it's been kind of -- do you all want to take a five-
m nute break? Okay.

Oh, M. MIller, are you out?

ZONI NG COW SSI ONER M LLER: 1" mgone. Enj oy your
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day.
CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Thank you as well,
Conmi ssi oner.
Just a quick five mnutes. kay, you guys?
Thanks.
(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went off the

record at 10:33 a.m)
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